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[T]he art of medicine is lost and ac-

tually has been replaced by fear. 
This is the world we have entered 

after the fall of Roe. And it is a wake- 
up call for every Member of this Sen-
ate. Don’t turn your eyes away from it. 
This is the reality of the Supreme 
Court decision. 

Our constitutional rights should not, 
and cannot, differ State by State. For 
50 years, this was a fundamentally con-
stitutional guaranteed freedom. And it 
needs to be protected again by Federal 
law. 

I don’t think this Court is going to 
stop with overturning Roe. I com-
mended to all my colleagues, there was 
a speech made last Thursday by Sen-
ator KAINE of Virginia. Before he was 
in politics, he was a civil rights lawyer. 
And he is a good one. And he explained 
the 14th Amendment and what it 
means if we were to take the Alito 
Court analysis and basis and reject the 
notion that the 14th Amendment de-
fines our citizenship in so many dif-
ferent ways. 

Justice Clarence Thomas has indi-
cated the far right majority is coming 
next for the right to family birth con-
trol and contraception. 

Oh, that can’t be true, Senator. They 
aren’t going to go after birth control 
pills—watch them; they have already 
announced they are underway—and 
marriage equality and making our de-
cisions about the future of our fami-
lies. 

This Senate must act to protect mar-
riage equality and all the fundamental 
human rights that are under threat by 
this radical Supreme Court. The ques-
tion, though, when November comes 
around, will the American people care, 
or will they take a nap? Will they de-
cide it is somebody else’s problem? 
Well, I hope they don’t because these 
problems are really facing all of us as 
Americans, whether we like it or not. 
We would rather not talk about this 
issue, but the Supreme Court gives us 
no choice. 

Now, let’s be sensible. These are med-
ical decisions that should be made by 
medical professionals. 

FOOD AND DRUG ADMINISTRATION 
Madam President, 2 weeks ago, the 

Center for Disease Control issued an 
alert: There was a listeria outbreak 
that sent nearly 2 dozen people in 10 
States to the hospital. 

For those who may not know, listeria 
is the bacteria that causes listeriosis. 
It is serious. It is a life-threatening ill-
ness. In most cases, the infection 
causes fever, sometimes confusion, loss 
of balance; but in some cases, it can be 
deadly. 

Tragically, an expectant mother 
from Massachusetts who contracted it 
lost her baby. And another person in 
my home State of Illinois lost her life. 
Her name was Mary Billman. She was 
from Pesotum, IL. It is a small 
downstate community, about 15 miles 
south of Champaign. 

In January, she went to Florida to 
visit her daughter. One day, she de-

cided to grab an ice cream cone. Harm-
less, right? As it turned out, no. That 
ice cream was contaminated. Ice cream 
is the most likely source of this lis-
teria outbreak. Mary Billman was 79 
years old. The listeria that she faced 
took her life. 

This outbreak is one example of a 
long list of outbreaks in America, 
which are becoming way too common. 
The Food and Drug Administration is 
responsible for regulating 80 percent of 
our Nation’s food supply. Nearly all of 
the foods we buy at the supermarket 
are supposed to be guaranteed as safe 
by the Food and Drug Administration. 
So when we pick up a box of cereal for 
the kids, a bag of lettuce, a jar of pea-
nut butter, a pint of ice cream, we as-
sume it has been inspected. We assume 
it is safe. 

Here is the problem: Too often, that 
is not the case. The FDA is failing to 
uphold its most basic food safety re-
sponsibility: inspecting facilities. Over 
the past decade, the number of inspec-
tions it performs has fallen by nearly 
60 percent—60–percent decline in in-
spections in the last decade. And to add 
insult to injury, that decline happened 
after Congress passed the FDA Food 
Safety Modernization Act—a 2011 bill, 
which I offered, that instructed the 
FDA to increase the number of inspec-
tions. They did the opposite. 

If that weren’t bad enough, in 2017, 
the HHS inspector general concluded 
that, even when the FDA did inspect 
facilities, the Agency did not always 
take action when it uncovered signifi-
cant inspection violations. We know 
that story. 

This summer, a bacteria known as 
Cronobacter contaminated infant for-
mula, leading to nationwide shortages. 
The FDA was alerted to this problem 4 
months before it took any action—4 
months. So even when the FDA per-
forms an inspection and identifies a 
threat to public health, it doesn’t take 
timely action, not even when the prob-
lem can sicken and kill adults, chil-
dren, infants. That is hard to imagine. 

The FDA is adrift. And our most vul-
nerable people in America—children, 
mothers, and older Americans—are at 
risk. 

Last week, I introduced a bill that 
would transfer all of FDA’s food re-
sponsibilities to a new Agency outside 
the FDA that we hope will actually do 
its job. We are calling it simply the 
Food Safety Administration. Congress-
woman ROSA DELAURO, my friend and a 
Representative from the State of Con-
necticut, has introduced the com-
panion bill in the House. Our bill rep-
resents a clean slate for food safety in 
America. It would create a new Food 
Safety Administration that would be 
run by food safety experts who were fo-
cused on protecting the Nation’s food 
supply. 

If I went into detail of the respon-
sibilities of different Federal Agencies 
to inspect foods, you wouldn’t believe 
it. If you have a cheese pizza, Food and 
Drug Administration; put pepperoni on 

the pizza, now it is the Department of 
Agriculture. It changes based on defini-
tions that might have made sense 
sometime in the past, make no sense 
anymore. 

On behalf of the 15 million Americans 
who contract a foodborne illness each 
year and tens of thousands who are 
hospitalized, it is time to stop talking 
about it and do something. 

The FDA failed my constituent Mary 
Billman, along with 3,000 Americans 
like her who lose their lives every year 
to foodborne illness. Many of these 
deaths are preventable, but they will 
keep happening if we don’t fix our Na-
tion’s defunct food safety system. 

We say America is the wealthiest Na-
tion in human history. We are blessed, 
we know, with one of the most abun-
dant agriculture industries. And we are 
home to some of the best and brightest 
scientists in the world. So there is ab-
solutely no excuse for allowing the 
FDA’s food safety failures to persist. 
With our legislation, we can replace 
this broken system with one that will 
finally protect our families. 

I yield the floor. 
I suggest the absence of a quorum. 
The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-

pore. The clerk will call the roll. 
The bill clerk proceeded to call the 

roll. 
Mr. GRASSLEY. Madam President, I 

ask unanimous consent that the order 
for the quorum call be rescinded. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered. 

INFLATION 
Mr. GRASSLEY. Madam President, 

at each of my 99 county meetings and 
in conversations with Iowans gen-
erally, the record cost of living is top 
of mind as Iowa families feel the im-
pact of 9.1 percent inflation. They feel 
that on their family budgets, for sure. 

Due to rampant inflation spurred by 
reckless government spending, con-
sumer prices are escalating at a his-
toric pace. Middle-class Americans are 
paying more for everything from gaso-
line, food, and shelter, to home fur-
nishings, prescription drugs, and cloth-
ing. 

Since President Biden took office 
January 2021, consumer prices have in-
creased, on average, 12 percent nation-
ally. As a result, the average Iowa 
household has seen its monthly living 
expenses increase to $670 a month. The 
rising cost of transportation, energy, 
and food has hit household budgets par-
ticularly hard. 

Since January 2021, Americans on av-
erage are paying an extra $206 a month 
on energy, $334 a month on transpor-
tation and gas, and an additional $76 a 
month for food. It is no wonder infla-
tion is the No. 1 concern that I hear 
about as I tour Iowa’s 99 counties. 

Rising wages have helped some 
Iowans manage the rising cost of liv-
ing. However, for most, rising prices 
have far outpaced the wage gains. 
While trying to make up an extra $600 
a month is hard enough for wage earn-
ers, it is next to impossible for senior 
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